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Largest industrial heat supply system in Germany  
receives coveted Energy Efficiency Award 

The delivery of CO2-free industrial heat from Aurubis to Hamburg’s HafenCity 

East neighborhood has received a distinction from the German Energy 

Agency in the category “Energy Transition 2.0.” 

Hamburg/Berlin, November 26, 2018 – The innovative industrial heat project im-

plemented by Aurubis and enercity has received another distinction, this time a 

prestigious industry award. The project was given the Energy Efficiency Award in 

the category “Energy Transition 2.0,” which the German Energy Agency (dena) 

awarded today during its Energy Transition Congress in Berlin.  

The multi-metal company Aurubis delivers CO2-free heat, which is formed in a sub-

process of copper production, through a more than 3.7 km long, newly constructed 

pipeline from its plant on Hamburg’s Elbe island Peute. This allows the energy ser-

vice provider enercity to supply heat to HafenCity East, a neighborhood that is part 

of Europe’s largest urban development project. The industrial heat project is unique 

in Germany in terms of scope and complexity; extracting the heat prevents 20,000 

tons of emissions of the harmful greenhouse gas each year. In late October 2018, 

the companies started up the pipeline in the presence of Hamburg’s First Mayor 

Peter Tschentscher and Environmental and Energy Minister Jens Kerstan. 

Thorsten Herdan, head of Department II “Energy Policy – Heat and Efficiency” of 

the German Federal Ministry for Economic Affairs and Energy, presented the 

award on behalf of the jury. “The external use of the industrial heat makes a signifi-

cant contribution to the city of Hamburg’s climate protection goals,” the jury stated 

in the explanation of its decision. “With the help of industrial heat, the emission 

level in HafenCity East even falls below the demanding emission threshold stipu-

lated for the heat supply of this new development area.” 

The German Energy Agency conferred the Energy Efficiency Award for the twelfth 

consecutive time this year. Peter Altmaier, German Federal Minister for Economic 

Affairs and Energy, is patron of the prize. Over 100 projects submitted applications 

in 2018, a third of which were international applications. The industrial heat project 

implemented by Aurubis and enercity prevailed over 25 other applicants in the 

award category. The prize is endowed with € 8,000 that is intended to benefit an 

energy efficiency project. 

 

Aurubis - Metals for Progress 

Aurubis AG is a leading global provider of non-ferrous metals and the largest copper recy-
cler worldwide. The company processes complex metal concentrates, scrap metals, and 
metal-bearing recycling materials into metals of the highest quality.  

Its main area of expertise is the processing and optimal recovery of concentrates and recy-
cling raw materials with complex qualities. With its range of services, Aurubis is a forerunner 
in the industry. The group of companies is oriented towards growth, efficiency, and sustaina-
bility: The main components of the strategy are the expansion of the leading market position 
as an integrated copper producer, entering new markets in industries of the future, the highly 
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efficient and optimal recovery of additional metals and by-products from complex raw materi-
als, and practicing a responsible attitude when dealing with people, resources, and the envi-
ronment. 

Aurubis produces more than 1 million t of copper cathodes annually, and from them a variety 
of copper products such as wire rod, continuous cast shapes, rolled products, and strip, as 
well as specialty wire and profiles made of copper and copper alloys. Precious metals, sele-
nium, lead, nickel, and a number of other products such as sulfuric acid and iron silicate also 
belong to the product portfolio. 

Aurubis has about 6,500 employees, production sites in Europe and the US, and an exten-
sive service and distribution system in Europe, Asia, and North America.  

Aurubis’ customers include companies in the semis industry; the electrical, electronics, and 
chemical industries; and suppliers of the renewable energies, construction, and automotive 
sectors. 

Aurubis shares are part of the Prime Standard Segment of the German Stock Exchange and 
are listed in the MDAX, the Global Challenges Index (GCX), and the STOXX Europe 600. 

Further information at www.aurubis.com 


